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Tuesday, July 23, 2019

V.I. needs to take action now on implementing toxic sunscreen ban

Dear Editor,

Our Legisdature is domg right by the emvaron-
ment with the passage of kaws meant 1o protect
us all. But how are they being implemented o
accomplish the meended goaks”

Sadly, to date the plastic bag ban hasn't suc-
ceeded. Most stores are sull provadang plastic
bags under the guise of “compostable™ —
which won't decompese m kndfills. And there
seems 0 be little o no awareness that there s a
plastic straw ban. Straws are even handed out in
the King Airport cafeten

Let's ensure the same fate doesn’t befall
the Toxic Sunscreen Ban (Bill No. 33.0043),
Jed by Senators Marvin Blyden and Janelle
Sarauw, which passed Jurse 25,

When Goy: Albert Bevan Jr. sigrss the bill
mier kaw this month, history will be made with
the most far-reaching protections for coral,
marine life ard hurman bealth in the Undted
Seates. The law, which bans the importation,
sale and possession of sunscreen conlaiming the
“toxic 3 05" of axybenzone, octinoxate arxd oc-
tocrylene, goes into effect on March 30, 2020,
a full nane months earlser than any other US.
ban 11 also adds the mgredient octocrylene 1o
the chemicals banned i Hawati and Key West,
making safer mineral sunscreers the default
chosce. The terntory will be the first 1o cmbnx
the FDAS recent ann
andy zine oxide and titanium dioxide { {mineral
sunscreen) as safe and effective sunscreen
mgredsents.

The “toxic 3 05" are dexdly to coeal, causing
bleaching, “zombee cocal,” arxd other destruc-
tion. These ingredients also dissupt botmones
.mdmn cawse cell damape and severe allergies

Therearea of factors that
affecl our caral, such as global warming and
storm water sediment runoff. But we can make
a difference — regenerstion of bealthy coral
can begin ooce these chemicals are out of the
water: In addstion to providing crucial peotec-
Hons 10 our enviroament, community and visi-
tors, this law puts us in 2 leadership position on
sustamabilaty. It gives us a unsgue oppottunity
10 Jeverage and promaote our exceptional lour-
sm product as well — perhaps the first step
towird true eco-wourism? The commassioner of
Tounsm has a golden opportunity served on a
silver platter.

 Passing the legishution is oe mp—xns

exducation,

Harith Wickrema

Swim the Oxybenzone-Free Waters of the

VL — Nuwe” would be compelling and busld
awareness. Grass roots efforts will also be
essential — we mwvite the public to share their
ideas. Island Green has long advocated for a
ban of toxic sunscreen chesmicals and offers the
following indteal actions 35 a gusle o

2 full page PSA or story festunng details on
the ban and alternatives along wath details on
USVI coral and a snorkelmg guide.

* Permanent signage 2t the poets of entry,
all beaches Natsorsal Park, hotels, restaurants,
shops, ete., regarding toxic sunscreen dangers
and the ban,

* When visitors arrive at the airport (and
possibly at other ports of entry ), they will
be mviated to “declare and swap™ their toxic
sunscreen foe samples of coral-safe sunscreen
and grven a coupon 1o a Jocal retatler foea
giveaway. s

« Launch an swareness campaign with
Awrbob, VRBO, Booking com, TnpAdvisor,
F.\.petha, et a8 well as the Hotel Association

I included in reservation confir-

the course for change:

* Create a ceremonial medsa event at Trunk
Bay celcbmlms the angmng of the bill, with the
Lation and its
sagnificance and pnsslhly mcluding celebrties
associated with the ternitory, senastors, Natxoesal
Park superintersdent and area schookchildren —
our future. Recommend the last week of July to
keep the momentum.

* As follow-up 1o my conversation with
foerer Presudent Bill Clinton, officlly request
the Chinton Global Initiative’s assistance with
guiding Jeadership of American, Delta, United,
Jet Blue, Cape Air, Royal Canbbean, Carnival,
Holland Amenca, Disney Cruise Line, MSC.
ele. 10 join the crusade. Ask of these wavel

R " the deat

— When an airlme ticket 8 ssued, an suto-
mated notification about the ban 13 provided
with a link to the Tounsm website or 1slarxd
CGireen websate for further detals.

— Al flaghts 1o St Thomas and St Croix o
show a1 PSA vadeo 30 mimustes before landing,
It could feature the CEO of the asrlne and our
governor and offer mformation about what 1o
do upon amval to declare sunscreen and secure
a free sample.

— Onee the fight lands the ground stafl

mistion matenals, cardsents in-room, ete.

* Attorney general 10 send official notifica-
tion o A Viescost, Wal Target and
other mail order retalers regarding the ban arxl
confication and fines associated with the law,

* Kentify yachtboatmg and other water
spotts providers as well as vilks rental compa-
nies o educate clients/customers.

» Governar or Legislature to peoclam Coeal-
Safe Surscreen Day — March 30 — the day
the total ban takes effect.

* Free sunscreen stations at popular beaches,
possibly sponsoted by Jocal oeganizations busi-
nesIes.

* Existing national advertising and public
relations campaigns 10 add toxse sunscreen ban
information. Engagement of the ad agency of
the Tourism board.

* Tounsm maguzines and other lourst-rela-
ol maps, ete. to have PSAL

* Phone book inclusion — all three islands.

* Kentify national ocean-friendlyreef-
fnendly organizationsadvocacies, o partner on
AWaneness

-Appnm:h the United Nations Enviton-
ment Programme to designate an Internaticaal
Coral-Safe Sunscreen Day, bor in the USVE

* Schools to launch month-Joag cocal /reef

can mention i “surscreen swap” opp ity lucation contests. Prizes sponsored by [stand
during the welcome announcement. Green.

— Cruise line p igers Lo recenve a special * Advocate for Amazon, Vitacost, elc., to
message with their departure/boarding docu- Tollow Whole Food's policy of caly selling
ments and on their websites, etc. reef-safe sunscreen.

— Aboard cruise , the excursson book- *» Local radio, TV, newspaper, billboard, etc.,

mgda&mllmclutﬁﬂgmge andd omboard oaly
muneral-besed reef-safe sunscreen to be sold.
ln-mvdoomMaPSAwnhm!

awareness campaign via PSA.
* Government and Tour-
15 websites to mclude

Link to safe sunscreens and media releases
melude tag line about the ban and the positive
message of “Come Swim the Oxybenzone-
Free Waters of VI — Nice "

» Campaign asmed at Jocal environmentally
focused comeunity gmp».'non;roﬁxs and

| visitos! encour-
nsmg themn to spread the wml about toxic
sunscreen.

« In additon to official notification from
appropriale government entities, the forma-
tion of a “Sunscreen Taskfoece” consisting
of mterested/dedicated individuals will
belp build awareness. Positive promotioa
of “recommerled” retalers that adhere to
restrictions.

*E all gov dey f
entities mvolved in implementation/enforce-
ment &re fully infoemed about restrictions
(for cx.mqvk, the US. Postmaster to :men.ept

ol shig that mclude b
sunscreen).

Working togetber, the termitoey CAN suc-
ceed. Let’s get the toxse sunscreen ban nght
arxl ensure mwareness and implementatson
are fully in force. Then let's help otlsers i the
regaon follow our dexd. After all, we all share
the same ocean.

Perhaps Gov. Bryan can foege a coalition of
prime ministers from neighbonng Caribbean
shand nations to embrace cotal-safe mineral
sunscreens vs. chemical sunscreens. Such a
Jout effort, lead by the governor, would build
a lasting legacy for generalioas 10 come. As
the demand for coral-safe surscreen grows,
Earger manufacturens will be forced o change
thesr foemulas — or scquire smaller produc-
ers who are already doing things nght. We
can perhaps even secure spoasorships from
sunscreen pariners 10 help offset the cost of
mmplementation.

Please keep shanng your weas. [Fnon-
gmemmeml otganmuons. businesses, the

bers woek
ﬁym. the USVI can become a successful case
sty in peeservang coeal and marine life foe
other island sations o follow.

Let's change course NOW.

— Harith Wickrena, St. Jofen, s president
of Istand Green.




